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ACTION EB- 11 

INEO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 ADP-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-00 

DODE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 EAA-00 XMB-07 TRSE-00 

RSR-01 /075W 

097524 

R301432Z AUG73 
PM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4012 
USINT CAIRO 
INEO PAA BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 10298 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRN EG 

SUBJ: CIVAIR - EGYPTAIR RE-EQUIPMENT 
DEPT PASS COMMERCE AND EXIMBANK 

1. HIGHLY RELIABLE CIVIL AVIATION SOURCES BEIRUT, RECENTLY 
RETURNED PROM CAIRO, INDICATE TO RCAA THAT EGYPTAIR 
CONTRACT POR EIGHT SOVIET TU-I54 TRIJETS APPEARS TO BE IN 
SERIOUS TROUBLE. INDICATIONS HERE ARE THAT TUPOLEV CANNOT MEET 
INITIAL SEPT 1973 DELIVERY DATES AND THAT PIRST 

DELIVERIES COULD NOT BE EPFECTED UNTIL FEB OR MARCH 1974. 

2. PURTHER INDICATIONS ARE THAT EGYPTAIR IS BECOMING 
DISENCHANTED (AS WELL AS POSSIBLY AVIAEXPORT/TUPOLEV) 

WITH ACQUISITION OF TU-I54'S BECAUSE OP ADVERSE CONTRACT- 
UAL CHANGES DEMANDED BY RUSSIANS (INTEREST RATES AND 
TRADE-IN VALUES ON IL-18'S AND AN-24’S) AND DISAPPOINTING 
PAYLOAD/RANGE CAPABILITIES OP THE AIRCRAPT, PARTICULARLY IN 
OPERATIONS OUT OF HIGH-TEMPERATURE EGYPTIAN AIR FIELDS. 

3. IN RCAA'S VIEW, ASSUMING VALIDITY OP INPUTS, PERIOD OP 
NEXT PEW MONTHS WOULD APPEAR TO BE OPPORTUNE POR CALLS OP 
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US AIRCRAPT MANUPACTURERS AND VENDORS OP USED US JET TRANS- 
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PORT AIRCRAFT ON EGYPTAIR WHICH WILL HAVE SEVERE GAP IN 
CAPACITY IP TU-154 DELIVERIES ARE DELAYED OR POSTPONED. 

4. RCAA STILL HOPEPUL OF VISITING CAIRO WITHIN NEXT SEVERAL 
WEEKS WITHIN CONTEXT OF FAA ATC VISIT. 

BUFFUM 
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